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San Jose: the Movers and Shapers

SAN JOSE, CA — Long before Spaniards arrived in California, thousands of Native Americans lived along the coastal
lands from San Francisco down to Big Sur. A host of small, mostly unrelated tribes, their descendents now call them-
selves “Ohlone,” taking their name from one of the tribes that lived near Pescadero. In San Jose, Alum Rock Park
canyon was once home to one of the hunter-gatherer tribes of Ohlone. They were the first of many to shape the his-
tory of San Jose.

On the Trail of Juan Bautista de Anza

When the Spaniards arrived, they built a chain of 21 missions from San Diego up to Sonoma, and a series of forts. In
1776, Captain Juan Bautista de Anza was charged by the Spanish king to lead settlers from New Spain to Nueva (later
“Alta”) California. After stopping at Monterey, De Anza continued north, scouting sites for the Presidio of San Francisco,
Mission San Francisco de Asis, and El Pueblo de San José de Guadalupe, now San Jose. Though a surveyor, not founder,
De Anza’s legacy lives on throughout California, in the names of towns, parks, and roads.

El Pueblo de San José de Guadalupe was officially founded on November 29, 1777, the first town in the Spanish colony
Nueva California. It took its name from Saint Joseph, patron saint of pioneers and travelers, and from the Guadalupe
River. You can visit the last surviving adobe from the De Anza era—the 1797 Peralta Adobe (named for an inhabitant)
in downtown San Jose.

Castillero and New Almaden - California’s First Major Mining Operation

Even before the Gold Rush, the hills around San Jose sounded with the din of mining work. The Ohlone long appreci-
ated the red ore, cinnabar, as a body paint and for trading, and introduced their source to a Mexican military captain
and mining engineer, Andrés Castillero. Castillero recognized it as a source of mercury—important for explosives and
wood preservation, among other things. In 1845, he began to mine ore and produce mercury (“quicksilver”) in south
San Jose. In 1846, the mine changed ownership and name, prophetically becoming “"New Almaden” after Spain’s
enormous Almaden mercury mine. By the end of the decade, Gold Rush fever demanded vast quantities of mercury
to create the amalgam miners used to recover gold during mining. The New Almaden mines obliged with more than
75,000,000 pounds of elemental mercury—a lode worth more than any California gold mine’s—and became North
America’s largest mercury mine. The legacy lives on in local names using cinnabar, Almaden, quicksilver, and mer-
cury—even the local paper, the Mercury News.

Statehood

When the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo ceded California to America at the end of the Mexican-American War in 1848,
it took California two more years (and a gold rush to prove its worth) to become a state, in 1850. San Jose was the
first incorporated city in the new state, and served as the first capital. Not long after—in 1857 —California’s first public
institution of higher education was founded, relocating soon after to San Jose. Originally a teacher’s college, it went
on to join the California State Colleges system (now California State University) in 1961. In 2007, SJSU marked its
150th anniversary, California’s oldest state school.

Lefranc and Masson put San Jose Viniculture on the Map

Viniculture in California began in the Mission era, with the “Mission grape” growing well in San Jose and its surrounds.
In 1852, a Bordeaux immigrant named Etienne Thee first planted vineyards along the Guadalupe River in South San
Jose. His neighbor and fellow countryman Charles Lefranc later helped him graft French cuttings of Pinot, Sauvignon,
Semillon, Cabernet and Grenache onto Mission root stock. Lefranc married Thee's daughter and inherited the es-
tate, which he named Almaden for the local mine. LeFranc then hired Paul Masson, a young Burgundian who created
champagnes and table wines with Lefranc. Some of these wines were cellared in the historic Masson-Lefranc Building
of downtown San Jose, where today you can enjoy a little wine with your steak at A.P. Stump’s restaurant. Masson,
of “sell no wine before its time” fame, gained international recognition when sparkling wine from his Saratoga La
Cresta vineyard took the Grand Prix for 1914, the first American vineyard to win the coveted prize. France had a new
competitor, and it wasn’t even Napa.




In the Valley of Heart's Delight: Family Farms and Cesar Chavez

Throughout the late 1800s and into the first half of the 20th century, San Jose, like the rest of Santa Clara Valley,
grew on agriculture, producing orchard fruits, berries, tree nuts, and vegetables, as well as packaging, canning, and
shipping it. Northwest San Jose’s Alviso area became a packager of food stuffs, with Alviso Mills milling wheat into
flour in 1853. In 1906, Sai Yin Chew opened the Bayside Canning Company, which became the third largest cannery in
the United States. A family-run business until the 1920s, it canned vegetables such as asparagus and spinach; fruits
like plums and apricots; and prepared foods like ketchup, hot sauce, and fish sauce. Farmer Henry Willard Coe in San
Jose’s Willow Glen area developed a process of drying fruit with sulfur—a boon to the local cherry, apricot, and prune
industry by expanding its market beyond the distance fresh fruit could be shipped. The Valley’s bounty was famous
nationwide, earning it the nickname, “Valley of Heart’s Delight.”

But harvesting produce can be very labor intensive, and management and labor can easily conflict. Cesar Chavez un-
derstood first-hand the experience of the farm workers, having worked in agriculture from early in his life. He began
organizing protests in 1952 while living in East San Jose, an appropriate enough place, since San Jose (St. Joseph)
was also the patron saint of laborers and workers. Chavez founded the National Farm Workers Association (NFWA)
in 1962, and raised national awareness of pesticides’ effects on workers. After striking with the Agricultural Work-
ers Organizing Committee (AWOC) against California grape growers in 1965, the two unions merged to become the
United Farmer Workers in 1972. A state holiday on Chavez’'s birthday, March 31, now honors the man, as does the
San Jose park renamed for him in 1993.

Santa Clara Valley becomes Silicon Valley (Or should it be “Steve” Valley?)

By the 1950s, housing around San Jose was plentiful and cheap, making it attractive for soldiers and veterans of
World War II to settle. As the population increased, businesses moved to Santa Clara Valley to take advantage of labor
and good ports. Military-based aerospace and electronics comprised some of the first big industries, and so the shift
from agriculture to “electroculture” began. Fairchild Semiconductor Corporation, an early silicon transistor manufac-
turer, spawned many high-tech companies in the area, with Robert Noyce and Gordon Moore leaving to found Intel
in 1968, for example. The Valley developed a reputation for innovation, and the technology companies’ proximity to
one another—with semiconductor companies, computer manufacturers, and programmers rubbing elbows—naturally
nurtured as much as challenged each other. Journalist Don Hoefler first dubbed the area “Silicon Valley” in print in
1971, in his series of articles for Electronic News called, “Silicon Valley USA.”

But the first seeds of Silicon Valley’s electronic legacy were planted as early as the 1930s, when enterprising Stanford
engineers were encouraged to create businesses such as William Hewlett and David Packard’s namesake, founded in
1939. Though Hewlett-Packard would grow to be hugely influential, as an innovator and as one of the Valley’s largest
employers, its origins were humble: the first product was an audio oscillator, built in a Palo Alto garage. A few de-
cades later, Steve Jobs and Steve Wozniak (former Hewlett-Packard employee) cemented Silicon Valley’s reputation
as the kind of place where two guys in a garage could revolutionize an industry, creating the first Apple computer in
the Wozniak family garage in San Jose. Financed originally by the sale of a VW van and a programmable computer,
their company hit the Fortune 500 a lightning-fast six years later. Is it any surprise San Jose is the patron saint of
engineers, too? A tide of venture capital firms nourished the area’s growth, the latest being software and Internet
services, a trend which survived even the dot-com crash.

In the July 22, 2006 Wall Street Journal’, Reed Albergotti called San Jose the most inventive town in America, based
on its 3,911 patents filed in 2005, alone. No wonder the giants of innovation like Cisco, Adobe, eBay, Sun Microsys-
tems, Oracle, Google, and Yahoo! call Silicon Valley home. Today, the county seat of Santa Clara County, San Jose,
continues to draw the interest and peoples of the world, with its new and even old technologies, from software and
services to traditional wine production. The future looks bright, promising even better things to come.

About The San Jose Convention & Visitors Bureau (SJCVB)

The San Jose Convention & Visitors Bureau (SJCVB) mission is to enhance the image and economic well being of San
Jose by marketing San Jose as a globally recognized destination. The SICVB offers visitors, meeting planners, and
tour operators, a range of services to ensure a successful event and fun visit to San Jose. For a copy of the Official
Visitors Guide, please contact the SJCVB at 1.800.SAN.JOSE (1.800.726.5673) or visit http://www.sanjose.org.
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